I took into consideration, in this case, the youth and the restorative powers of the patient, and his not being in an impaired state of health from previous disease, and determined not to perform amputation, which, if done, would have been performed in the middle third of the thigh, an operation dangerous in itself from its proximity to the trunk, and from the chance of secondary haemorrhage, not to speak of exhaustion, following loss of blood during the operation and from subsequent discharges.
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The protruded end of the bone was consequently reduced, the broken bits of bone carefully removed, and the wound, being thoroughly washed with a stream of cold water, was dressed with lint dipped in the patient's blood, and cold water steadily applied.
The fractured thigh-bone was treated agreeably to the method suggested by Mr. Syme of Edinburgh, by placing the patient on a hard mattress, and putting long sand bags, reaching from hip to heel, along each side of the fractured limb ; besides this a padded splint was applied to the posterior surface of the thigh in order to support the same.
The pain and restlessness of the patient were allayed by the administration of small doses of opium every four hours, and the febrile excitement was treated in the usual way. The reaction was followed by grave constitutional symptoms, which were removed by adequate treatment.
Tonics, stimulants; and nourishment were afterwards freely given to save the patient from sinking under the profuse purulent discharge which ensued.
This case gradually improved, and the boy took his discharge from the Dispensary on the 7th July, 1866, with the affected limb only slightly shortened
